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“The overarching guide for every father should be to live in such a way that his 

children can see what God the Father is like. They ought to see in their human 

father a reflection — albeit imperfect — of  the heavenly Father in his strength 

and tenderness, in his wrath and mercy, in his exaltation and condescension, in 

his surpassing wisdom and patient guidance. The task of  every human father is 

to be for his children an image of  the Father in heaven.” John Piper



The Problem

63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes (US Dept. Of Health/Census) – 5 times the average.

90% of all homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes – 32 times the average.

85% of all children who show behavior disorders come from fatherless homes – 20 times the average.  

(Center for Disease Control)

80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes –14 times the average.  (Justice & 

Behavior, Vol 14, p. 403-26)

71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes – 9 times the average.  (National Principals 

Association Report)

75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers come from fatherless homes – 10 times the 

average.

85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes – 20 times the average. 

Children with Fathers who are involved are 70% less likely to drop out of school.
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• Proverbs 3:11-12

My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because 
the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.



What to teach

FEAR GOD – Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction

LOVE GOD – Deut 6:5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength

OBEY GOD – Prov. 3:1-6 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in 
your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 
Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.



Don’t say things, what you are stands over you and thunders so [loudly] that I cannot 

hear what you say. Ralph Waldo Emmerson 1875
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Deuteronomy 6: 4-9

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your 

houses and on your gates.


