
God’s Economy
Faith and Faithfulness

1 Chronicles 21:1-30



 1 Chronicles 21:1-30
1 Satan rose up against Israel and incited 
David to take a census of Israel.
2 So David said to Joab and the 
commanders of the troops, "Go and count 
the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. 
Then report back to me so that I may 
know how many there are."
3 But Joab replied, "May the LORD 
multiply his troops a hundred times over. 
My lord the king, are they not all my 
lord's subjects? Why does my lord want to 
do this? Why should he bring guilt on 
Israel?"



4 The king's word, however, overruled 
Joab; so Joab left and went throughout 
Israel and then came back to Jerusalem.
5 Joab reported the number of the 
fighting men to David: In all Israel there 
were one million one hundred thousand 
men who could handle a sword, including 
four hundred and seventy thousand in 
Judah.
6 But Joab did not include Levi and 
Benjamin in the numbering, because the 
king's command was repulsive to him.
7 This command was also evil in the 
sight of God; so he punished Israel. 



8 Then David said to God, "I have 
sinned greatly by doing this. Now, I beg 
you, take away the guilt of your 
servant. I have done a very foolish 
thing."
9 The LORD said to Gad, David's 
seer,
10 "Go and tell David, 'This is what 
the LORD says: I am giving you three 
options. Choose one of them for me to 
carry out against you.'"
11 So Gad went to David and said to 
him, "This is what the LORD says: 
'Take your choice 



12 three years of famine, three months of 
being swept away before your enemies, with 
their swords overtaking you, or three days of 
the sword of the LORD-- days of plague in 
the land, with the angel of the LORD 
ravaging every part of Israel.' Now then, 
decide how I should answer the one who sent 
me."
13 David said to Gad, "I am in deep distress. 
Let me fall into the hands of the LORD, for 
his mercy is very great; but do not let me fall 
into the hands of men."
14 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and 
seventy thousand men of Israel fell dead 



15 And God sent an angel to destroy 
Jerusalem. But as the angel was doing 
so, the LORD saw it and was grieved 
because of the calamity and said to the 
angel who was destroying the people, 
"Enough! Withdraw your hand." The 
angel of the LORD was then standing 
at the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite.
16 David looked up and saw the angel 
of the LORD standing between heaven 
and earth, with a drawn sword in his 
hand extended over Jerusalem. Then 
David and the elders, clothed in 
sackcloth, fell facedown.



17 David said to God, "Was it not I who 
ordered the fighting men to be counted? I am 
the one who has sinned and done wrong. 
These are but sheep. What have they done? O 
LORD my God, let your hand fall upon me 
and my family, but do not let this plague 
remain on your people."
18 Then the angel of the LORD ordered Gad 
to tell David to go up and build an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite.
19 So David went up in obedience to the 
word that Gad had spoken in the name of the 
LORD.



20 While Araunah was threshing 
wheat, he turned and saw the angel; his 
four sons who were with him hid 
themselves.
21 Then David approached, and when 
Araunah looked and saw him, he left 
the threshing floor and bowed down 
before David with his face to the 
ground.
22 David said to him, "Let me have the 
site of your threshing floor so I can build 
an altar to the LORD, that the plague on 
the people may be stopped. Sell it to me at 
the full price."



23 Araunah said to David, "Take it! Let my 
lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, 
I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, 
the threshing sledges for the wood, and the 
wheat for the grain offering. I will give all 
this."
24 But King David replied to Araunah, "No, 
I insist on paying the full price. I will not take 
for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a 
burnt offering that costs me nothing."
25 So David paid Araunah six hundred 
shekels of gold for the site.
26 David built an altar to the LORD there 
and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship 
offerings. He called on the LORD, and the 
LORD answered him with fire from heaven 
on the altar of burnt offering.



27 Then the LORD spoke to the angel, 
and he put his sword back into its 
sheath.
28 At that time, when David saw that 
the LORD had answered him on the 
threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, he offered sacrifices there.
29 The tabernacle of the LORD, which 
Moses had made in the desert, and the 
altar of burnt offering were at that time 
on the high place at Gibeon.
30 But David could not go before it to 
inquire of God, because he was afraid 
of the sword of the angel of the LORD.



 John 6:5-16
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a 
great crowd coming toward him, he 
said to Philip, "Where shall we buy 
bread for these people to eat?"
6 He asked this only to test him, for 
he already had in mind what he was 
going to do.
7 Philip answered him, "Eight 
months' wages would not buy enough 
bread for each one to have a bite!"
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother, spoke up,



9 "Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but 
how far will they go among so many?"
10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit 
down." There was plenty of grass in 
that place, and the men sat down, about 
five thousand of them.
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave 
thanks, and distributed to those who 
were seated as much as they wanted. 
He did the same with the fish.
12 When they had all had enough to 
eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the 
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted."



13 So they gathered them and filled 
twelve baskets with the pieces of the 
five barley loaves left over by those 
who had eaten.
14 After the people saw the 
miraculous sign that Jesus did, they 
began to say, "Surely this is the 
Prophet who is to come into the 
world."



Ps 104:14-15
14 He makes grass grow for the 
cattle, and plants for man to 
cultivate-- bringing forth food 
from the earth:
15 wine that gladdens the heart of 
man, oil to make his face shine, 
and bread that sustains his 
heart.



Luke 22:19
19 And he took bread, gave thanks 
and broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying, "This is my body given for 
you; do this in remembrance of 
me."



 Heb 5:7-9
7 During the days of Jesus' life on 
earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with loud cries and tears to 
the one who could save him from death, 
and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission.
8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience from what he suffered
9 and, once made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him



 James 1:2-5
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds,
3 because you know that the testing of 
your faith develops perseverance.
4 Perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should 
ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given 
to him.



Heb 12:11-12
11 No discipline seems pleasant at 
the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it.
12 Therefore, strengthen your 
feeble arms and weak knees.

Discipline= Training/Educating



 Luke 22:31-34
31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to 
sift you as wheat.
32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that 
your faith may not fail. And when you 
have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers."
33 But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to 
go with you to prison and to death."
34 Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, 
before the rooster crows today, you will 
deny three times that you know me."



God’s Economy
Faith and Faithfulness

Conclusion
1) Don’t trust in what your eye 
sees. 
2) As believers we are on the 
threshing floor. 


